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twenty-horse engine has been put up a t t he main shaft, and slides and cages introduced for hauling: the 
stuff, and lowering and raising the miners. The ore is rapidly raised in waggons, which run upon an 
inclined t ramway to the works for dressing, the loaded waggons hauling up the empty ones. Very little 
ore has been raised during the year, so m u c h remaining on grass from last year ; but a large quanti ty 
has been broken up and piled along the levels, to be raised as required. The new process of extraction 
lately patented by Dr. T. Sterry H u n t and the Rev. J a s . Douglas is now carried on a t this mine wi th 
the most satisfactory results. 

I am again indebted to t he Rev . J . S. Brown, Manager, for all information respecting Harvey Hill. 

I have received no reports from the Ives and Capel Mines, but I believe both to be doing well. 

Iron.—-Work has ceased, since the last issue of the Year Booh, a t the Moisie and Hull Mines, and is 
now carried on, I believe, solely at the Radnor Forges. High wages and the dearness of fuel are said 
to be the causes of the failure, of iron smelting in Canada. Much is hoped from the development of the 
peat manufacture. 

Peat,—Compressed Peat is coming 1 irgely into use, and continues in favor on the Grand Trunk 
Railvay. I have failed to ascertain the quanti ty made in Quebec during the past year, but several new 
companies have been formed, and the manufacture promises to become extensive, and to do much 
towards reducing the price of fuel. About 300 tons have been prepared for market. 

[For the Mining Regulations of Quebec, vide the Year Booh for 1859.] 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

We read in the report of the Chief Commissioner of Mines for 1S68:—" During the year there has 
" been remarkable activity in prospecting and in opening new mines, both in t he old and new districts. 
" Eleven new crushers have been licensed, and there are six others in the course of erection. F inan-
" cially the success has been more than was expected, the receipts being larger t h a n In any previous 
" year." 

Gold.—The following statement for the year 1863 is from the same Report:— 
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This statement shows a great falling off in the yield of gold, and in the average yield per man during 
1;68. Concerning this the Inspector says:—"The decrease in t he yield may, to some extent , be 

attributed to a diminution of some of the lodes a t a few of the mines." And again:—" The depth at 
which the lodes, in many instances, are now worked, necessarily involves the adoption of other 

" means than manual or horse labor to contend with an increase of water in the mines, and to hoist the 
" quartz or other material from the depth required. The additional outlay required for this purpose is 
" often deferred unti l the yield of gold is almost balanced by the cost of production, and a somewhat 
" disheartening result Is the consequence. An earlier provision of machinery would, probably, in 
" m a n y cases, have placed mines tha t are now worked to a small extent only in a position more in 
" accordance wi th their intrinsic value. Notwithstanding this circumstance however, t he aspect 
" of the operations in gold mining is certainly the reverse of depressing; several new districts are 
" being rapidly developed, the establishment of works by companies of recent incorporation is being 
" carried to completion, and there is every prospect of the operations in a short t ime being very 
" considerably extended. The application of machinery in lieu of horses and manual labor, the 
•' Importance of which, in an economical point of view, is becoming more generally recognized; the 
" enlarged extent of the separate holdings, and the consequent probability of greater duration, together 
" with the adoption of every scientific aid in t reat ing and abstracting the precious metal , are the best 
" assurance tha t gold mining in the Province is yet far from tha t development which, from ihe ex teM 
" of the auriferous formation,, may be expected." 


